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Egyptian orientation, beginning with the south and conclud-
ing with East, or concluding with the west as in the demo-
tic documents published by different scholars.

Naturally the Basmalah, forms the Protocol of every
contract as a religious formula, followed by the name of the
buyer and seller, with reference to their countries which are
Edfu the metropolis of an independent district in Upper
Egypt in the last decades of the 3rd Cent. A.H. and Fayyum
where the famous villages of Tatun and Balgasug.

Both the seller and Buyer must testify, that they execute
the deed according to the Islamic law of sale, and convenant.
The seller releases himself of his property, and hands it over
to the buyer, in the very moment, the later delivers the price
to him. The buyer then will take possession of the sold thing
which becomes his own property with «its entrance and its
exit, including what is below and above the surface, so that
if he will, he may sell it, and f he will he may build it, and
if h2 will, he may dwell it.»

But if there should be any contention or vindication, or
if someone should suddenly appear with a debt, or should
make a claim on the basis of any inheritance, then the
recuperation and indemnification therefore, are incumbent
upon the seller.

In all cases, the seller must be in a state of sound mind,
and body, and capable to tr: ing his business, i
without compulsion and not against his will, but demanding
and desiring the deed.

All the conclusion of every contract both the Muslim and
Coptic witnesses write their testimonies in their own hands
in Arabic, the rare case occures here, is in the 3rd contract
dated 265 A.H. in which the Coptic witness wrote his name
in his mother-tongue (line 18), and testified that he had
understood all the deed before.



LATLY ISIANIC LOLLIACLS 1Ium gy pey
by
Dr. Abdel Rahman Fahmy

Summary of the Arabic Text

There is no doubt that enormous documents relat
ransition period in Egypt, still live in different uni
ums, and Natlonal libraries; some of these docu:
yritten on Papyri and few of them are on parchme
er.

From the Telamic Museum in Cairo, I publish here
preserved parchment contracts of Sale, dated fror
33 AH. (852 to 964 A.D.) besides another contract
AH. (979 AD.) written on paper.

The later one is very important from the sceintific
iew, because first of all, it gives us an idea abot
non use of paper, which replaced the Egyptian j
parchment, in the 4th cent. A-H. (10th cent. A.D.
this contract is a deed of selling a female slave
inars in Misr.

1 would like to express my thanks, to Prof. Charl ¥
has kindly allowed me, to publish two of the parc
racts preserved now in the Islamic Museum, undel
"and 9818, Prof. Kuentz, as I knew from my Pro
Grohmann, has once wished to publish them, but he
ae thig honour.

We shall see that the diplomatic forms of these cor
'e that the scheme of the Arabic documents show
rge extent — a continuation of the precedent evo
igh with reversions o ancient local law. The arrang
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